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WAI 2700 MANA WĀHINE KAUPAPA INQUIRY 
 

JOINT RESEARCH COMMITTEE: TENDERING AND EVALUATION SUB- COMMITTEE 
COMMISSIONING GUIDELINES 

 

Purpose: 
1. These guidelines are to direct the Joint Research Committee’s (“JRC”) Tendering and 

Evaluation Sub-committee (“TESCo”) in its formation, objectives, and operation. 

Membership: 

2. The TESCo shall be formed from claimant and claimant counsel representative members of the JRC. 

Where a member has a research commission conflict of interest (as defined in the conflict policy), that 
person may be excluded from a decision concerning the researcher or relevant project, but not 
excluded from the TESCo membership in the general sense. 

 

3. It is the preference of the JRC claimant representatives that the members of the TESCo are 
formed by JRC claimant and claimant counsel representatives. The reason for this is to 
ensure that the Mana Wāhine focus of the research is not biased or compromised by non- 
indigenous, colonial and/or legal frameworks. 

 

4. Crown members are excluded from TESCo membership by agreement. 
 

5. In accepting a nomination to the TESCo, the nominated person agrees to abide by this 
policy. 

 

Objectives: 

6. The TESCo will have the sole responsibility for the tendering and evaluation for 
research commissioned by the JRC. 

 

7. The TESCo may seek outside expert advice, if required or desired, at any point of the 

research process to ensure rigour and fit for purpose research. 
 

8. All TESCo members will be expected to fully engage in the following tasks to 
commission and evaluate research (except where those tasks are more efficiently 
delegated to and or provided by individual members or advisers): 

 

a. Develop and distribute a Request for Tender ("RFT") to all relevant 

networks. 
 

b. Develop an application form. 
 

c. Develop research assessment and evaluation principles. 
 

d. Assess applications and determine researchers and/or research consortia 
 

e. Advise the researcher/s and/or consortia/collaborations and work with them in 
providing cost and time estimates. Within this, the TESCo is to ensure that: 

 

• all research commissions are costed within the JRC fund, which as at 1 
November 2022 is $1.5 million; and 

 

• all research commissions are completed and able to be presented within 
the substantive hearings before the close of claimant hearing weeks, if 
not before. 
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f. When cost and time estimates are agreed, the TSC will work with 
researchers to: 

 

• Agree dates and milestones for the project. 
 

• Agree accountability mechanisms; and 
 

• Ensure the dates, milestones, and accountability mechanisms are 
drafted into the contract, and the project brief to accompany the 
contract. 

 

g. Once the details of the contract are agreed to by the researcher and/or 
consortia/collaborations and the TESCo, the TESCo will recommend the 
contract be processed and ratified by Manatū Wāhine in accordance with 
Manatū Wāhine's procurement and public finance accountability policies 
and Principles of Tendering. 

 

h. The TESCo will ensure ongoing monitoring and assessment of research outputs 

throughout the duration of the commission. 
 

i. Report regularly to the wider JRC. 

Principles of Tendering: 

9. The TESCo, as part of the JRC, is to ensure that the research commissioned will advance and 
focus the interests of and identified outcomes sought by the claimants in the Wai 2700 
Inquiry.1 

 

10. The TESCo will communicate with the wider claimant community in relation to the 
commissioned research at agreed milestones throughout the duration of the research 
contract.2 

 

11. While the TESCo has a preference for contracting researchers who are fluent in te reo and 
can demonstrate the critical application of tikanga, the TSC will work to ensure the 
researcher has the requisite subject matter experience for the particular project. 

 

12. The TESCo shall commission researchers who are able to apply kaupapa Māori, mana 
wāhine and appropriate critical research theories and methods as described in the research 
briefs. 

 

13. The TESCo shall ensure that wāhine Māori researchers are prioritised in the tendering 
process. Where non-wāhine Māori researchers are tendering or being commissioned to do 
research, they shall do so in collaboration with wāhine Māori lead investigator/researcher(s), 
and/or may be identified by the TESCo as an expert in a specialty field. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Wai 2700, #3.1.273(b) – Terms of Reference for Joint Research Committee, at [2.9.3]. 

2 Wai 2700, #3.1.273(b) – Terms of Reference for Joint Research Committee, at [4.13.5]. 


